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Pastor Hagerty writes… 
 

June had some nice opportunities for fun and to build one’s faith. 
 
For the KICS group, there was a joyful Lutheridge Day Camp. It was our fourth annual par-
ticipation in the one based at Bethel Lutheran Church. All seven of our KICS members who 
participated had a great time. 
 

Our Galactic Blast Vacation Bible School on June 13th to the 17th was terrific. Thanks go 
out to Cissy Comalander for leading our effort. Her team was very creative in coming up 
with decorations. These included a space ship control panel, a rocket, and a moonscape. I 
bragged on how good they were to the South Carolina Synod and offered it to another 
church to use. Then, guess what? We received calls from six different churches! The materi-
als are now at a Lutheran Church in Fort Mill. The next stop is Pomaria Lutheran Church in 
Pomaria, where the Rev. Dr. Derald Edwards is serving. Then a fellow from Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church in Bluffton is driving up to get the materials for their VBS in August. Now 
there is great example of good stewardship of our creative resources here at St. Thomas!!! 
 

During the first two days of July, I will still be in Knoxville, TN for the Win Our World 
(WOW) mission trip. Studies have shown that a good way to reach young people and build 
their faith nowadays is to provide them with service opportunities. That’s why fifteen (15) 
of us from St. Thomas and Mount Horeb Lutheran Church are going to Knoxville to interact 
with homeless people, the elderly poor, and children who are at risk. We will recharge our 
batteries every day with worship, as we live among God’s faithful people. Then we will 
head out and serve all people, following the example of Jesus Christ. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you on Sunday July 4th for worship and our Independence 
Day barbeque. Make sure that you invite your friends! 
 
Blessings, 
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Sunday, June 13, 2010 

 

The St. Thomas Lutheran Church council 
meeting was called to order by council 
president Bill Brasington.  Shirley Gossett, 
Nancy Sellers, and Lib Derrick were ex-
cused. 
 

The pastor opened with the meeting's devo-
tion.   
 

The May meeting minutes were reviewed 
and approved as written. 
 

The Treasurer's report was reviewed and 
accepted as written as was the Memorial 
Fund report.   
 

The Pastor's report was reviewed and con-
tained the following information: 
 

· A funeral service was held for Homer 
Lindler on Saturday, June 12th.  The 
WELCA group arranged the post fu-
neral meal for the family. 

· Pastor's Class concluded the six-session 
series on: “Down+Out:  Where Grace 
Takes You.” This included lectures on 
DVD and group discussion on the twin 
pillars of the Christian faith: Justifica-
tion and Vocation. 

· Feeding the homeless in Finlay Park got 
a great response on the last Sunday in 
May. 

· Confirmation took place on May 23rd.  
Amanda Bickley, Jessica Ervin, Logan 
McCartha, Cameron Stuck, and Mary-
Mac Slice were confirmed. 

· The SC Synod Assembly was held on 
June 5th and 6th.  Bill Brasington, Pastor 
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Hagerty, Tracey Hagerty and Laura 
Hagerty served as delegates. 

· The BBQ fundraiser for Jackson Shealy 
netted $4,700.00 which was given to the 
Shealy family on Sunday, May 30th. 

· A Holy Communion service was held at 
Generations of Chapin on Thursday, 
May 27th. 

· Vacation Bible School begins today with 
a covered dish meal at 5:30 PM.  Classes 
will be held between 6:30 PM and 8:30 
PM. 

· Relay for Life was held on Friday, May 
14th through Saturday, May 15th. 

 

Upcoming Events 
· The Win Our World Mission Trip to 

Knoxville, TN will be held from June 
27th through July 2nd. Pastor will lead 17 
people including Tracey Hagerty, Lynne 
O'Shea, eight youth from St. Thomas, 
and six from Mt. Horeb. 

· Confirmation Camp will be at Lu-
theridge from July 18th to the 24th.  Craig 
Layton, Matt Rankin, and Cameron 
Stuck will attend with Pastor. 

· The St. Thomas Beach Retreat will be 
August 5th through the 8th.  Bethel Lu-
theran youth will have five of the rooms 
from August 6th through the 8th. 

 

Announcements: 
Pastor reported on the primary topics of dis-
cussion at the Synod Assembly.  The pri-
mary discussion focused on stewardship.  At 
the assembly, it was noted that most of the 
things that congregations do to inspire giving 
do not work.  It was reported that there is 
little to no benefit to posting financial infor-

mation in the bulletin each week as it is 
viewed as “more bad news every week”.  
Pastor also reported that there was ample 
discussion regarding individuals in same-sex 
relationships serving in leadership roles.  
This is a divisive issue and there may be as 
many as ten to fifteen congregations that 
wind up leaving the ELCA due to this issue.  
Pastor encourages all members to visit the 
ELCA website for full coverage of the 
Synod Assembly discussions. 
 

Unfinished Business: 
Columbarium/Memorial Wall:  Pastor re-
ported that Ebenezer Lutheran is in the plan-
ning stages with a similar project and he 
hopes to gather information from his col-
league at that congregation.  It was sug-
gested that we set up an online survey per-
taining to this issue so that we can gather 
information from members of the congrega-
tion regarding their burial intentions to assist 
with planning this project.   
 

Constitution Revision Committee:  This 
group met and currently feels that there are 
not enough issues to warrant constitutional 
amendments at this time. The pastor reported 
that amending the constitution as it relates to 
Synod apportionment may not be necessary 
as the Synod is in the process of changing 
the way that they request the funds.  None-
theless, Council feels that it is necessary for 
this committee to follow through with the 
amendments as it was originally planned. 
 

Woody Woodham reported that he has ap-
proached an individual in regards to serving 
the remainder of Vic Englert's term and was 
waiting to hear back from them.  
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New Business: 
A corporate account Home Depot credit 
card has been obtained for the church.  The 
playground equipment is to be ordered us-
ing this credit card.  The balance due is to 
be paid at the time of receipt.  
 

Stewardship/Finance- We began the year 
with an approximate $19,000.00 surplus.  
To date, we have had to spend approxi-
mately $17,000.00 of the surplus to cover 
monthly expenses.  Due to the current fi-
nancial state, it is recommended that mon-
ies from the capital improvement fund be 
loaned to the current fund to help cover 
monthly expenses, as needed.  It is the in-
tention that these monies will be paid back 
to the capital improvement fund.  This mo-
tion was passed. 
 

The meeting was adjourned following The 
Lord's Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Leslie S. Lindler 

During the summer months, we will con-
clude our Sunday worship service with 
The Doxology. I thought I would share the 
history of this beloved song. It is probably 
the most recognizable stanzas in the Eng-
lish language that has been sung by almost 
all denominations. 
 

The author of The Doxology was Thomas 
Ken who was born in 1637 and died in 
1711. The four lines that we know as The 

Doxology were the closing stanza to his 
“Morning” and “Evening” hymns.  It was 
originally written for his alma mater, 
where he was chaplain. He suggested that 
the boys, who attended the school, used the 
hymns as “meditations”.  
 

The tune for The Doxology is called the 
OLD HUNDREDTH. This was first pub-
lished in 1551 and was originally written 
for Psalm 134.  As composers used the 
tune, Psalm 100 was found to be more suit-
able for the tune and thus the tune was 
called OLD HUNDREDTH. This hymn 
was printed in the Geneva Psalter (one of 
the first hymnals) and was used by many 
denominations. It was one of the first 
hymns sung as the Pilgrims made their 
way on the shores of America, as The 
Doxology was included in the hymnal. 
The Morning hymn has 13 verses and the 
Evening hymn has 12. Some of my favor-
ite stanzas of the Morning hymn are: 
 

Wake and lift up thyself, my heart 
And with the angels bear thy part 
Who all night long unwearied sing 
Glory to the Eternal King. 
 
 

I wake, I wake, ye heavenly choir, 
May your devotion me inspire, 
That I like you my age may spend, 
Like you may on my God attend 
 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye angelic host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

In His Love ~ Ginny 
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*Information taken from : The Song of Hymns 
by Hezekiah Butterworth, digitized by Google. 

Worship Notes: 
· The Adult choir will not practice during 
the month of July. We will resume 
Wednesday night practices in August. 

· Children’s Handchimes meet each Sun-
day at 9:45 a.m. in the basement. Come 
and join the fun! 

· We are happy to share that Pastor 
Everett Price will be our guest pastor for 
Homecoming in September! We are look-
ing forward to hearing from Pastor Price 
and enjoying this time with our church 
family.  There will only be one service on 
this day. More information in next 
month’s newsletter. 

· Handbells will resume practice in Au-
gust. We will meet on Sunday afternoons 
at 5 p.m.  

 

 HEIFER PROJECT 
Since 1944 Heifer International 

has helped more the 12 million families. 
HOW? Heifer has encouraged families, 
especially women and girls, to work to-
gether in groups to form a more prosperous 
society. Through education and the care of 
animals and the products they provide, 
families have made the difference in count-
less lives.  
 

Around the world in 54 countries better 
food, better health, better education and 
better family lives are the results of new 
skills and more cooperation in the areas 
where Heifer has worked with the people. 
From their poverty, hope has sprung up in 
the hearts and lives of the people. Pass-a-
long gifts of animals, education, encour-
agement, and better use of bi-products are 
providing a more prosperous life for hun-
dreds more with the ripple effect of our 
gifts combined with other gifts from Heifer 
givers throughout the world. 
 

Save your coins from vacation!    

We are pleased to report that $ 4,070 has been raised for the playground 
fund as of June 20th, The kit has been ordered from Home Depot and the 
site has been prepared. We are targeting the morning of July 10th to assem-
ble the playground. All people interested in helping, please call Chris 
Lindler at 345-9027 or just show up at the crack of dawn to help put the 
playground together. 

��	�����������	�
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· Grace Derrick was selected to perform at the Lake Murray Elementary Talent 
Show. She played piano and did a great job! 

· Sidney Lindler had perfect attendance for the 2009-2010 school year! 

· Carson Woodham received a South Carolina Children’s Book Award from 
Lake Murray Elementary School! 

· Cooper Woodham received a President’s Award for Education Excellence 
and an Award for having all A’s in the 5th grade! 

· Zachary Lindler received the President’s Award for Education Excellence, an 
Award for having all A’s in the 5th grade, and a South Carolina Children’s 
Book Award and Perfect Attendance for 2009-2010 school year. He also 
spoke at the District Five Board meeting on behalf of the Lake Murray student 
body. Zachary was the host for the Lake Murray Elementary Talent Show and 
did a fantastic job!  
 
· Jackson Derrick received the Character Award for Honesty, award for A-B 
honor roll for all 4 quarters at CMS, Beta Club award, was selected for Dixie 
Youth Ozone All-Stars (his Dad, Ron, is one of the coaches).  This is the 2nd 
year he has been selected to Dixie Youth Ozone All-Stars.  Prior to that, he 
was on Dixie Youth Minor All-Stars, his rec league team, The Red Sox, won 
the Ozone league for the 2nd year in a row.  He is a pitcher and also plays 3rd 
base (his Dad, Ron is one of the coaches). 

 
 

Way to Go!!! 
We are so proud of all of you for your  

accomplishments and successes!!! 
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VACATION BIBLE  
SCHOOL 2010 

GALACTIC BLAST  
JUNE 13TH-17TH 

 

Filled with fun and faith,  
the children and adults all had 
a great and memorable time!  
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The kids circled up to play games between the learning and the space 
filled faith adventures. Many thanks go to Cissy Comalander and her 
team:  Rita Derrick, Kenny Comalander, Ashley Comalander, Slick 
Derrick, Martha Derrick, Dana Bernecky, Lib Derrick, G inny Lindler, 
Ronnie Lindler, Jennifer Layton, Laura Hagerty, Carolyn Hagerty, 
Dalton Langston, Tracey Hagerty, Holly Wessinger, Joyce Ballington, 
Kim Starnes, Nickie Callahan, and Pastor Hagerty.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2010 
GALACTIC BLAST   
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High five!  
The gang enjoyed 
their freeze-pops 

during snack 
time... 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

...then whispered 
in one another’s 

ears as they 
played the  

telephone game. 
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Fourth of July Barbeque 
 

 Our Independence Day cook-
out will be on Sunday, July 4th at 
our Saint Thomas picnic shelter 
following the 10:30 AM service. Through a gen-
erous donation, we will have barbeque chicken 
and pork available to feed up to 200 people! We 
will also be providing rice and hash to go along 
with the barbeque.  If you would like to bring a 
side dish or a dessert to share, that would be 
great. But more importantly, bring yourselves! 
Invite your friends!! Feel free to dress casually 
at worship, so you can enjoy this outdoor gath-
ering immediately following worship. We will 
also enjoy listening to patriotic music and sing-
ing. If you would like to help, please call Tim 
Slice, Todd Bedenbaugh, or Louetta Slice. 
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South Carolina Lutheran Church Youth  
Officers for 2010-2011 

Our  very own Carolyn Hagerty (second from right) from St. Thomas 
was elected president of the South Carolina Lutheran Church Youth 
for 2010-2011. Way to go Carolyn, we are proud of you!  
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1 Judy Swygert  
2 Bill Brasington 
 Ronnie Lindler 
 Cliff Bickley 
3 Rudy Gardner 
5 Dylan Poppleton 
 Mary-Mac Slice 
7 Pete Derrick 
 Ron Frost 
8 Bill Shipley 
9 Jimmy Lindler 
 Tim White 
10 Nancy Sellers 
11 Nook Amick 
 Harold Bickley 

 Christian Saville 
 Paul  Youmans 
12 Ginny Lindler 
 Buddy Fleming 
13 Kevin Hite 
 Beth Bedenbaugh 
 Sarah Amick 
14 Shirley Gossett 
 Logan Sproles 
15 Patrick Harmon 
 Harrison Bedenbaugh 
16 Dan Sandel 
 Savanna Wactor 
 Emily Amick 
18 Lib Derrick 

20 Sonja Beale 
 William Harvey 
21 Chris Ballington 
22 Cassie Poppleton 
 Jennifer Hart 
23 Betty Koon 
 Susan Waites 
 Holly Wessinger 
24 Austin Amick 
25 Mariam Williams 
 Allie Marie Bickley 
28 Deborah Morell 

 

7-02-1955   Claude & Evelyn Evans 
7-06-1968   Carl David & Janice Lindler 
7-11-1953   Harold & Carrie Bickley 
7-14-1948   Hoyt & Earline Derrick 

7-17-1993   Ronnie & Ginny Lindler 
7-20-1962   Gene & Shirley Gossett 
7-20-1991   Rudy & Susie Gardner 

 

  
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY   

Congratulations to Don & Elizabeth Hill on 
the birth of their daughter, Sara Ann, born 

June 22nd. Proud Aunt is Beth Ervin!. 
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Date Flowers Greeters Nursery Lay Reader Acolyte 

4 Tim & Molly 
Slice 

Dan & Marie 
Sandel 

Robin Bello  
& 

Shirley Petersen 

Vic Englert Thomas Ervin  

11 Harold  
& 

 Carrie Bickley 

Dan & Marie 
Sandel 

Robin Bello  
& 

Barbara  
Sweatman 

Bonnie Shiah Kyle Bernecky 

18 Louetta Slice Dan & Marie 
Sandel 

Robin Bello  
& 

Beth Bedenbaugh 

Bill Sandel Craig Layton 

25 Miriam  
Bickley 

Dan & Marie 
Sandel 

Robin Bello  
& 

Clara Bickley 

Beth Ervin Mary-Mac Slice 

Ushers: Albert Stoudemire-Captain, Tim Slice, Todd Bedenbaugh & Emory Bedenbaugh  
Keeper of the Keys and Offering Courier: Alice Lindler 
Altar Guild : Betty Koon, Lee Lindler, Edith Wessinger, Roger & Tricia Edwards, Molly Slice 
Funeral Crucifers:Todd Bedenbaugh, Ray Seay, Bill Shipley, Molly Slice, & Tim Slice 

  WE CARE 
 

Please bring your donations to the 
church and place in the We Care box in 
the Fellowship Hall, and they will be 

delivered to We Care.  Thanks for your 
support of  this community ministry. 

 

�
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PLEASE NOTE OUR 
 NEW CHURCH EMAIL AND  

WEB ADDRESSES 
   

Sttom215@yahoo.com 
www.StThomas-Lutheran.org�



14 

 

                        Stewardship & Finance Corner 
 

Back on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, our Church Council Vice President, Bob Zie-
mer (who is also chair of the Stewardship and Finance Committee) addressed the 
congregation prior to both worship services and informed us that we were close to 
depleting the $ 19,850 surplus that was in our current fund on January 1st, 2010. As 
of June 20th, our offerings are running approximately $ 865 per week short of our 
budget needs. At the end of May, we had $ 3,062 remaining in our current fund. We 
have already taken actions to reduce spending in several areas. Church council has 
voted to borrow from our capital improvement fund, as needed, for the remainder of 
this calendar year. This borrowing will enable us to continue paying our bills and 
the salaries of our church staff.  
 

Please prayerfully consider helping St. Thomas Lutheran Church reduce our short-
fall, so that as we may continue our 2010 mission and ministries without having to 
further dip into our savings.  
 

 Remember the following, regarding giving:* 
  ...the motive is love and gratitude; 
  ...the purpose is to glorify God; 
  ...the guide is the revealed will of God; 
  ...the measure is the sacrificial spirit of Christ; 
  ...the reward is a good conscience and the anticipated “well done” of the Lord. 
                    * - From Giving to God by Mark Allan Powell, p. 114. 

 

The Stewardship and Finance Committee is drafting a more detailed letter for coun-
cil approval for distribution to the members of St. Thomas. This will include our 
actual expenses through the end of June. Please keep St. Thomas in your prayers 
during these tough economic times. 
 

A Measure of our Faithfulness (as of June 20, 2010) 
 

Average YTD worship attendance = 130 
 

Offering information: 
 

2010 budgeted income (25 weeks x $ 4,949 need per week)     $  123,725 
2010 actual income      (25 weeks x $ 4,134 average per week)    $  102,094 
 

2010 budget income deficit after 25 weeks              $    21,631 
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Lutheran Men in Mission Committee of 100 
    The Committee of 100 was established in 1976 to encourage 100 men to give $100. 
each year to be put in the loan fund interest free to help mission congregations in the 
S.C. Synod with their building programs.   
    In 1996 the Committee of 100 gifts were extended to provide "start up" monies to 
help pay the mission developer's salary for not more than three years for new mission 
churches in S. C. 
    In 2009 $102,544.00 was given from this fund to mission churches.  In 2009 five 
members from St Thomas contributed to this fund. 
   At the June meeting of St. Thomas Lutheran Men in Mission, a one hundred dollar 
gift was made to the Committee of 100 in memory of Bill Cali, a long time treasurer of 
the St. Thomas Lutheran Men. 
 

Bill Sandel, President of St. Thomas LMM  
 

Lee Wessinger, Treasurer of 
St. Thomas LMM, writes a 
check in memory of Mr. Bill 
Cali to the Lutheran Men in 
Mission Committee of 100. 

Lutheran Men in Mission 

The LMM share-a-meal meeting will be on Wednesday, 
July 7th at 6:00 PM. All men are invited to attend. 
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Notes of Thanks…. 
Dear St. Thomas Lutheran Church,  
 God blessed our family with all the love and great food that you gave our family 
after my dad’s funeral on Saturday. Daddy’s family was so comforted with the love of 
Christ that flowed through St. Thomas Lutheran Church. We are so happy that Daddy 
had his resting place in Chapin at St. Thomas with all of his family. He is back home 
and in heaven with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Thank you again for your generous love through Jesus Christ. 
       Love, Pat & Beth Sullivan   (daughter and son-in-law of Homer Lindler) 
 
Dear Members of WELCA, 
 I want to thank you for the lovely luncheon you provided for my family and 
friends after Homer’s funeral. The food was delicious and the fellowship was heart 
warming. Homer will be deeply  missed but we know that he is in a better place and at 
peace. And again thank you for all that you did for us. 
 Please accept the enclosed contribution with my sincere thanks and may God 
bless all of you.       Most sincerely, Dorothy Lindler  

Many thanks to all who contributed to the 
SC WELCA Project PASOS. Thanks to the 
generosity of our congregation  we were 
able to provide twelve layette gift bags 
filled with many useful items for the new-
borns, as well as contributing $40 to the 
gift card project to aid the five new Lu-
theran Mission Churches in South Caro-
lina.  
 

Anne Orange and Gloria Ziemer attended 
the SC WELCA  convention at Newberry 
College on June 25th –26th and found it to 
be a very informative and uplifting experi-
ence.  
 

Our annual picnic was held at the home of 

Gloria Ziemer on Monday, June 28th with 
fifteen ladies, including our youngest, 
Melverta Sandel’s granddaughter, Laura. 
Anne Orange presented a program on the 
happenings at the convention and Betty 
Koon gave a presentation about our 
WELCA banner and the symbols thereon. 
 

The subject of a congregational cookbook 
was discussed and it was decided that we 
will pursue this project with Beth Ervin 
and Annette Stuck coordinating. So start 
gathering your favorite recipes, folks. We 
would hope to have recipes from everyone 
in the congregation, and this means the 
men too. We would like to complete this 
project in a timely manner.  

WELCA NEWS 
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° STLC, Staff, Pastor & 
Family 

° Connie Taylor (sister of 
Shirley Gossett / lung can-
cer) 

° Jackson Shealy and fam-
ily (ongoing medical needs) 

° Shirley Gossett (recovery 
from surgery / on May 5th at 
MUSC) 

° Scott Peurifoy (brain tu-
mor /friend of Linda and 
Norman Wilson) 

° Herman Monts (hospice 
care) 

° Josh Rennebaum (recovery 
from ankle surgery on Mon-
day, May 31st 

° Gloria Ziemer (recovery 
from surgery) 

° Rick Magee (friend of 
Bennie & Lib Derrick/
quadruple bypass) 

° Linda Wilson (began pre-
ventative chemotherapy 
treatment on June 3rd) 

° Nancy Sellers (recovery 
from surgery of June 9th) 

° Family of Homer Lindler 
(brother of Robert and 
George Lindler who died on 
June 7th) 

° Billy Byrd (mourning the 
death of his wife, Harriett 
Lowe Byrd) 

° Cissy Comalander 
(hospitalized at MUSC for 
medical testing) 

° Beth Bedenbaugh 
(recovery from surgery) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Given in Memory of: 
Thomas Marion Sharpe, Jr., by Larry & 
Mariam Williams 
 

Homer Linder, by Ronnie & Ginny 
Lindler, Larry & Linda Metts, Richard 
Lindler, Lillian Cali, George & Maria 
Lindler,  Robert & Betty Lindler, Julia 
Bouknight, Carroll & Gloria Wessinger, 
Allene Hocker, Joe & Margaret Epting, 
Ken & Mary Stewart, Douglas &  Lynne 
Barfield, Mr. & Mrs. Harold E. Epting 
 

Oscar Berg, by Joe & Margaret Epting, 
Jennings & Betty Wessinger 
 

Harry & Vera Amick, by Marie 
Stoudemire 
 

David Henry, by Joe & Margaret Epting 
 
Given in Honor of: 
Pastor Hagerty, by Larry & Mariam Wil-
liams 
 

�
����	�
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We would like our prayer list to stay current. If you have 
a name which you would like to continue to have listed, 
please indicate by filling out a pew card or by calling the 
church office. Names will then remain on the prayer list 
for four weeks, unless we are notified to extend the time.  

Our heartfelt  
condolences go to: 
 

Billy Byrd on the death of 
his wife, Harriett Lowe Byrd. 
 

Family of Homer Lindler who died on 
June 7th. Homer was the brother of 
Robert & George Lindler. 
 

Family of Joan Gepford who died June 
26th.  Mrs. Gepford was the mother-in-
law of Don (Elizabeth) Hill.  

FELLOWSHIP  BREAKFAST 
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Administrative Assistant  
Sharon Dickert 

 

Council President  
Bill Brasington 

 

Vice President 
Bob Ziemer 

 

Secretary  
Leslie Lindler 

 

Treasurer  
Alicia Amick 

 

Recording Treasurers 
Jennings Wessinger  

Pete Petersen-Assistant 
 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 
Anne S. Orange 
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Web address: StThomas-Lutheran.org 
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STLC Newsletter 
JULY, 2010 

St�� Thomas Lutheran Church 
215 St. Thomas Church Road 

Chapin, SC 29036 


