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Date:   June, 2010   
Pastor:  The Rev. Larry Hagerty 
Address:  215 St. Thomas Church Rd. 
  Chapin, SC 29036 
Office:   803-345-2993     
Web:   www.StThomas-Lutheran.org  
E-mail (church office): sttom215@yahoo.com 
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Pastor Hagerty writes… 
 

What an awesome month of May we had! It was a great way to prepare for the summer. 
 

It started off on the right track with the Barbeque Fundraiser to benefit Jackson Shealy on 
May 1st. Many, many generous people gave of their time to make it happen. A total of         
$ 4,700 was raised. Well done, good and faithful servants! There are pictures of the event in 
this newsletter, as well as pictures of the presentation of the check to the Shealy family. 
 

Our WELCA chapter assembled twelve (12) Perinatal Health Kits for PASOs (Perinatal 
Awareness for Successful Outcomes). These will be given to expectant mothers among the 
growing Latino population in our state. Jesus calls us to help the poor and the marginalized. 
He is surely proud of our ladies! 

Five of our young people were confirmed on the Day of Pentecost. All five will be freshman 
at Chapin High School during the next school year. Let the Holy Spirit be their guide! 

After the last worship service in May, a group of us went down to Finlay Park to help feed 
the homeless. There were 170 people fed. The food that was prepared and brought to St. 
Thomas was taken with us. It was all consumed. One lady even remarked how she had not 
had homemade chicken and dumplings in over 25 years! We gave her a second helping. 
What a blessing! 

June is shaping up to be an exciting month. For our KICS group, we have Lutheridge Day 
Camp, in partnership with Bethel Lutheran Church from June 7th through the 11th. Two 
days later, our Galactic Blast Vacation Bible School begins at 6:30 PM on Sunday, June 
13th with a covered dish meal. On Sunday June 27th, Pastor leaves for St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Knoxville, TN for the Win Our World (WOW) mission trip There are total of 
seventeen (17) of us going, including six youth from Mount Horeb. This is a great opportu-
nity for our young people to be exposed to the less fortunate among us and grow in their 
Christian Leadership. God’s peace be with you all this summer!�

Oh, and as always…..I look forward to seeing you at church!��������
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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, May 10, 2010 

 
At 6 pm,  the meeting was called to order. 
Pastor Hagerty opened with a devotion 
from the book, Loving Jesus, by Mark 
Allan Powell, followed by prayer. 
  
Absent: Shirley Gossett, Cissy Comalander, 
and Leslie Lindler. 
  
· The minutes of the April meeting were 

approved as presented. 
· The Pastor's report was accepted as in-

formation as presented. 
· Financial report  was approved as pre-

sented. At the end of April, there was 
less than $ 5,000 remaining in the cur-
rent fund. 

· The Memorial Fund report was ac-
cepted as presented. 

· Social Ministry  reported that nutritious 
snacks were delivered to The Hub dur-
ing the month of April. 

· It was announced that Vic Englert has 
resigned from council due to a heavy 
workload, as well as building their new 
house on the weekends. He will need to 
be replaced. Hal Bickley, Woody 
Woodham, and Pastor Hagerty will re-
search a candidate to finish the unex-
pired term. 

· The Audit Committee will reconvene. 
· The remaining committee reports: Not 

presented at this time as the focus of 
this meeting is St. Thomas Constitution 
review. 

CHURCH COUNCIL  
 

President 
Bill Brasington 
 
Vice President 
Bob Ziemer 
 
Secretary 
Leslie Lindler 
 
Worship and Music 
Lib Derrick 
 
Property 
Hal Bickley 
 
Evangelism 
Nancy Sellers 
 
Planning 
Bill Brasington 
 
Finance and  
Stewardship 
Bob Ziemer 
 
Social Ministry 
Woody Woodham 
Shirley Gossett 
 
Youth and Children’s 
Ministry 
Alice Lindler 
 
Christian Education 
Cissy Comalander 
 
Cemetery 
Kevin Hite 
 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
The Rev. Larry Hagerty 
 
Director of Music 
Ginny Lindler 
 
Organist 
Marie Stoudemire 
 
Administrative  
Assistant 
Sharon Dickert 
 
Sexton 
James Eskew 
 
LEADERS 
 

Treasurer  
Alicia Amick 
 
Recording Treasurers 
Jennings Wessinger 
Pete Petersen-assistant 
 
Memorial Fund  
Treasurer 
Anne S. Orange 
 
SEMINARIANS  
 

Lynne O’Shea 



 

3 

New Business 
The following five confirmation students 
names were presented as having filled their 
requirements for confirmation and were ap-
proved. Amanda Bickley, Jessica Ervin, 
Mary-Mac Slice, Logan McCartha, and 
Cameron Stuck. 
 

The Constitution Committee reported to 
council: Pete Petersen discussed the report. 
Dan Sandel was also in attendance  in sup-
port of Bill.  
* A proposal was made to increase the 
amount of money that the church council is 
authorized to spend on a given contract, 
without requiring a congregational vote. The 
current limit is $5,000, which has been in 
effect for many years. We have agreed in 
principal to recommend changing the limit to 
5 %  of the annual operating budget per con-
tract. The wording will be fine tuned at the 
next council meeting. 
* It was unanimously voted in favor of leav-
ing item C12.05d as it is currently written. 
This pertains to St. Thomas putting the sug-
gested Synod apportionment in our budget 
plan. 
* We also voted to recommend that the an-
nual reports are to be available by March 
15th, without requiring a congregational 
meeting to do so. 
* Term limits for church council were dis-
cussed:  We are considering having two po-
sitions open each year for three year terms 
and three positions open each year for 2 year 
terms. This would maintain a twelve mem-
ber council.  More discussion on this point 
as to how we would get there from here. 

Pastor Hagerty led  the members in the 
Lord’s Prayer and dismissed the St. Thomas 
Church Council at 8:00.  
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Sellers  

The school year for our children and high 
schoolers is ending. Do you usually give 
them a celebratory gift? Perhaps you could 
give a gift of an animal in their name. 
 

The gift could go along with a book about 
that kind of animal or encouragement for the 
child to learn about that animal and the coun-
try where it lives. Learning does not have to 
be limited to the classroom.  
 

The best learning is encouraged and begins at 
home, continues on vacation, and can be a 
fun family time. Learning lasts a lifetime; or 
it should. 
 

One of our children, Savanna Wactor, turned 
in an ark recently and it was within pennies 
and nickels of $20. With her ark we can buy 
a flock of chicks, ducks, or geese or shares of 
rabbits, llamas, goats, and sheep. Next 
months article will celebrate what we have 
done for Heifer in the last year!  
 

Happy Summer, learning, and sharing! 
 

~Lib Derrick 
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As school is ending for another academic 
year, and vacation plans are being made, 
summer has arrived. Thus, we will be 
making changes to our service for the 
summer months as follows: 
 

As prescribed by the ELCA, we will 
be omitting the Kyrie and Hymn 
of Praise in our liturgy. 

We will be using Setting 10 – that is 
the “summer” setting we have 
used for the past few years. It is 
hymn based – that is tunes of the 
liturgy are based on familiar tunes. 

During the summer, we will be adding 
a hymn when we bring the offer-
ing to the front of the church. This 
will be printed in the bulletin. 

We will also be omitting “Now Lord 
you let your servant go in peace” 
at both services. For the summer 
months, we will be using the Dox-
ology. Again, this will be printed 
in the bulletin. 

We look forward to seeing you at church 
this month! 
In His love ~ Ginny 

MUSIC NOTES: 
 

Children’s Choir will not meet regularly 
during the summer months. HOWEVER, 
we will have an opportunity to play hand-
chimes!! We meet at 10 a.m. each week 
and will play our song in July. If you have 
not joined the children’s choir, you are 
more than welcome to join us for chimes. 
Come be a part of the group!! 

Adult choir will be taking the month of 
July as vacation from practices. We will 
have special music each Sunday during 
July as anthems.  
 
 

O’Neal Bickley, Ginny Lindler, 
and Albert Stoudemire get ready 
to present the proceeds from the 
barbeque fundraiser to the Shealy  
family 

����������
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Jackson Shealy Barbeque Fundraiser 
 
 
 

Ginny  
presents the 

check for  
$ 4,700 

to the Shealy  
family 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Jamie Shealy 
thanks the  

congregation  
for their  
kindness 
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Relay for Life: 
Relay for Life fi-
nally arrived on Fri-
day, May 14th, be-
ginning at 7pm and 
lasting until 7am the 
next morning.   
Chapin High School track had lots of peo-
ple of all ages walking the track in their 
white and purple t-shirts in honor of and 
memory of loved ones while raising 
money for the American Cancer Society.                       

We are so thankful for our cancer survi-
vors who attended and led us in the first 
lap around the track.   A reading of the 
names of all the luminaries that were pur-
chased in HONOR of a friend or loved one 
was done prior to the Survivor Lap and the 
Luminary Ceremony began at 10pm with 
the reading of the names of all luminaries 
that were purchased in MEMORY of a 
friend or loved one.  It was a very moving 
ceremony as the lights are turned off and 
the bags lining the track were lit. 
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Our own St. Thomas team sold pizzas do-
nated by Howies Pizza of Irmo and Little 
Caesars of Ballentine!  Everyone contrib-
uted some great food!  Thanks to all of our 
team members and survivors for sharing 
their food!  We also had our annual fund-
raiser at Relay again this year – spray 
painting and French braiding hair!  We 
earned about $300+ for Relay!   

 

Our St. Thomas children were given 
M&M tubes and asked to return it filled 
with quarters and have a chance to win a 
prize.  Congratulations to Harrison Be-
denbaugh for winning a goody bag and 
his own Relay for Life blanket.  Everyone 
who returned their tubes with quarters 
also received a goody bag.  Start saving 
your quarters again for next year! 
 

Our team members were: Beth Ervin 
(Captain), Rhonda McCartha (Co-
captain), Pastor Hagerty, Betty Koon, 
Joyce Ballington, Thomas Ervin, Tony 

Ervin, Lisa Derrick, Gracie Derrick, Kim 
Starnes, Logan McCartha, and Alicia 
Amick. 
 

Our Survivors registered this year 
were: Lillian Cali, Betty Koon, Bill San-
del, Melverta Sandel, Earline Derrick, 
James Franklin Wessinger, Heather 
Carter (friend of Beth Ervin), Billy Sell-
ers, and Barbara McCaslin. 
 

 Our total money earned this year:    
 $2,300 +!!! 

A BIG THANK YOU to our St. Thomas 
congregation for supporting our efforts 
again this year.  We could not do it with-
out you!!  Beth Ervin  
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Front row: Cameron Stuck, Logan McCartha, Amanda Bickley,    
Mary-Mac Slice, Jessica Ervin; Back Row: Pastor Larry Hagerty 

~ Confirmation ~ 
Day of Pentecost 

May 23, 2010 
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Joe Joy,  
Carolyn Hagerty, 
Kyle Matheny, and 
Dalton Langston of 
St. Thomas serve 
food along with  
several other  
volunteer groups 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tracey Hagerty 
hands some  

apple sauce to a 
family in need  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Feeding the Homeless at Finlay Park  
May 30, 2010 
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Jackson Shealy Barbeque Fundraiser 
 
 

Lots of people  
pitched in  

to help  
prepare the meat 

 
 
 

 
 
 

No shortage of men 
around the  

cooking area 
 
 
 

 
 

Hey Ronnie!  
Are you sure  

you put enough sauce  
on that bird? 
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It was a large 
scale  

operation 
indeed! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Relaxing after some 
long hours of  

overseeing  
the barbeque 

operation 
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3 Betty Lindler 
4 Tess Brasington 
7 Taylor Shuler 
8 Ray Seay 
9 Robert White 
10 Bobby Koon 
11 Helen Miller 
 Danyelle Vitali 
12 Andrew Lindler 
14 Michael Wessinger 
16 Alexander Ervin 
17 Martha Yomans 
18 Bill Kilpatrick 
19 David Monts 
 Clinton Monts 
 

21 Beth Ervin 
 Lisa Derrick 
22 Stephen Bendziewicz 
23 Ronnie Derrick 
 Gloria Ziemer 
24 Lee Monts 
26 Herman Monts 
 Edith Wessinger 
 Larry Williams 
 Alice Bosko 
27 Shirley Petersen 
 Chris Epting 
 Erica Bickley 
28 Verona West 
 Trip Chavis 
30 Albert Stoudemire  
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6-04-1966 Roger & Patricia Edwards 
6-08-1963 O’Neal & Bobbie Altman 
6-10-2006 Chris & Camille Epting 
6-11-1949 Paul & Betty Hair 
6-12-1999 Jim & Anne Orange 
6-13-1947 Oscar & Ellen Rabon 
6-15-1968 Lewis & Joyce Ballington 

6-17-2006 Gary & Ashley Metts 
6-20-1987 Kevin & Pam Hite 
6-21-1947 Robert & Betty Lindler 
6-23-1956 George & Maria Lindler 
6-25-2006 Michael & Debbie McCaslin 
6-29-1996 Michael & Holly Wessinger 

 
~  HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  ~          
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Date Flowers Greeters Nursery Lay Reader Acolyte  

6 Ronnie & 
Ginny Lindler 

Norman  
&  

Linda Wilson 

Robin Bello  
& 

Rhonda McCartha 

Lynne  
O’Shea 

Zachary Lindler 

13 Rose  
Bickley 

Norman  
&  

Linda Wilson 

Robin Bello  
&  

Martha  Derrick 

Deborah 
Morell 

Kaela Bernecky 

20 Robert & 
Betty Lindler 

Norman  
&  

Linda Wilson 

Robin Bello  
&  

Betty Rowland 

Nancy  
Sellers 

Harrison  
Bedenbaugh 

27  Norman  
&  

Linda Wilson 

Robin Bello  
& 

Logan McCartha 

Ron Frost Salley Slice 

Ushers: Mac McCaslin-Captain, Mike McCaslin, Steve McCaslin, James Franklin Wessinger 
Keeper of the Keys and Offering Courier: Kevin Hite 
Altar Guild : Betty Koon, Lee Lindler, Edith Wessinger, Roger & Tricia Edwards, Molly Slice 
Funeral Crucifers:Todd Bedenbaugh, Ray Seay, Bill Shipley, Molly Slice, & Tim Slice 

  WE CARE  

Please bring your donations to the church and place in the We Care box  
in the Fellowship Hall, and they will be delivered to We Care.  

Thanks for your support of  this community ministry. 

�

����! ����"���� $������ ������

CHURCH CALENDAR  
The new 2010 church calendar is lo-
cated on the wall in the parish building. 
Please make sure to put all activities on 
this calendar in order to avoid schedul-
ing conflicts. Thanks!  �

 

PLEASE NOTE OUR 
 NEW CHURCH EMAIL AND  

WEB ADDRESSES 
   

Sttom215@yahoo.com 
www.StThomas-Lutheran.org�
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                        Stewardship & Finance Corner 
 

On May 23rd, our Church Council Vice President, Bob Ziemer (who is also chair of 
the Stewardship and Finance Committee) addressed the congregation prior to both 
worship services and informed us that we were close to depleted the $ 19,850 sur-
plus that was in our current fund on January 1st, 2010. Our offerings are running 
over $900 per week short of our budget needs. We are already taking actions to re-
duce spending in several areas. At this point we believe that we have no other 
choice than to borrow from our capital improvement fund to enable us to continue 
paying our bills and the salaries of our church staff.  
 
Please prayerfully consider helping St. Thomas Lutheran Church reduce our short-
fall, so that as we may continue our 2010 mission and ministries without having to 
further dip into our savings.  
 

 Remember the following regarding giving:* 
  ...the motive is love and gratitude; 
  ...the purpose is to glorify God; 
  ...the guide is the revealed will of God; 
  ...the measure is the sacrificial spirit of Christ; 
  ...the reward is a good conscience and the anticipated “well done” of the Lord. 
                    * - From Giving to God by Mark Allan Powell, p. 114. 

 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee is drafting a more detailed letter for coun-
cil approval for general distribution to the members of St. Thomas. This will include 
our actual expenses through the end of May. Please keep St. Thomas in your 
prayers during these tough economic times. 
 
A Measure of our Faithfulness (as of May 30, 2010) 
 

Average YTD worship attendance = 131 
 

Offering information: 
 

2010 budgeted income (22 weeks x $ 4,949 need per week)     $  108,878 
2010 actual income      (22 weeks x $ 3,954 average per week)    $    86,992 
 

2010 budget income deficit after 22 weeks              $    21,938 
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Women of the ELCA  
As a result of the generosity of the St. Thomas congregation, our just concluded 
WELCA project to assemble Perinatal Health Kits for PASOs (Perinatal Awareness for 
Successful Outcomes) was a huge success. 

Our original goal was to receive enough gifts to make 5 or 6 kits.  But to our amaze-
ment, you contributed enough for us to assemble 12 kits at our May meeting, which will 
be turned in at the South Carolina WELCA Conference being held on June 25th-26th. 

Each kit contained the following items: 

2 Baby blankets   2 Baby hats 
2 Pairs of baby socks  2 Onesies 
2 Pacifiers    Package of baby washcloths 
Package of baby wipes  Bottle of baby shampoo 
Bottle of baby lotion  Bottle of baby oil 

Again, our sincere thanks go out to all those congregational members who contributed 
to the success of this project; the WELCA members who assembled the kits; and espe-
cially to Dana Bernecky and Annette Stuck who “bargained shopped” for all of the ma-
terials.  Once again you have responded in a benevolent manner to a Christian calling to 
help a fellow human being. 

The June meeting will be held at the home of Gloria Ziemer @ 345 Murray Lindler 
Road at 6:00 PM on June 28th.  Please bring a favorite picnic meal item for sharing.  

 

Lutheran Men in Mission 

LMM share-a-meal meeting will be on 
Wednesday, June 2nd at 6:00 PM. All 
men are invited to attend. 
 
As an outgrowth of the LMM Program 
came the History of Hilton. The History 
has been written and is available to any-
one who would like to have a copy. 
Please notify Sharon, in the church of-
fice, if you would like one.  

 

Sunday Fourth of July  
Barbeque at Saint Thomas 
 

Mark your calendars! We will meet 
at the church picnic shelter follow-
ing the 10:30 AM service. Meat 
and the grill will be provided. 
Bring a side dish to share if you are 
able, otherwise, bring your friends 
and bring yourselves! 
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Notes of Thanks... 

Congratulations... 
 

We extend our congratulations to Nickie Callahan on her graduation 
from Clemson University on May 7th. Nickie has earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Science Teaching-Biological Sciences and 
graduated Magna Cum Laude!  Nickie is the daughter of Kim and 
Charlie Starnes and granddaughter of Clara Bickley.  
 
We also are pleased to congratulate Cliff Bickley on his graduation from the University 
of South Carolina. Cliff now holds a bachelor’s degree. It was only a few years ago 
that he achieved the rank of  Eagle Scout! He is the son of Hal and Kay Bickley and the 
grandson of Harold and Carrie Bickley. Well done!!! 

 

Thanks so much to Pastor Hagerty and all my St. Thomas Church family for all 
the prayers, cards, food, visits, phone calls and any way you helped as I recov-
ered from my back surgery.   I am doing well and look forward to being back at 
St. Thomas as soon as possible.   

God Bless each of you,  Melverta Sandel  

Dear St. Thomas Friends -    05-03-2010 
It is with mixed emotions that I send this thank you note on behalf of the entire           
Bedenbaugh family. We would like to thank you for your prayers, love, and support 
from the morning of D.J.’s fall back in February of 2009 until his death last week. We 
know God has a plan for each of us even if we don’t understand. We ask that you con-
tinue to pray for our strength and healing in the future. God bless you!  
 

Love in Christ, Holly Bedenbaugh Wessinger 

�����������	��
����
����������������� � � �����������
��
���
������
��������
��	��������  �������� �!�"�� ��!�#$�$��!��
��%��	����	�����#��
&$#�
���
�'����#�����
����� ����	�	�����$
�
�����
� �"�
"��

�'��������%��� �
�������$��
�(�����&��	��$  ������$������������"�
�� &�$
� ������������"�$#�� $��
�������
	����"�
�$
����%��	�����
����%��������
������"��$
� ����%��������
�������
��
��$� �	��
����
����������



 

17 

° STLC, Staff, Pastor & 
Family 

° Connie Taylor (sister of 
Shirley Gossett / lung can-
cer) 

° Jackson Shealy and fam-
ily (ongoing medical needs) 

° Shirley Gossett (recovery 
from surgery / on May 5th at 
MUSC) 

° Linda Wilson (recovery 
from lung cancer surgery) 

° Bryan Stockman (Lisa 
Derrick’s sister’s nephew/
serious motorcycle accident) 

° Melverta Sandel (recovery 
from back surgery) 

° Scott Peurifoy (brain tu-
mor /friend of Linda and 
Norman Wilson) 

° Molly Slice (recovery from 
surgery) 

 

° Doris Vorderstrasse & 
Family (Pete Petersen’s 
sister / stroke / decisions on 
continued care) 

° Herman Monts (recovery 
from hospitalization) 

° Cissy Comalander 
(suffered a fall on May 1st, 
resulting in four cracked ribs 
and a bruised kidney) 

° Homer & Dorothy 
Lindler (Homer’s illness/
hospice care) 

° Sharon Dickert (medical 
testing) 

° Josh Rennebaum (ankle 
surgery on Monday, May 
31st) 

° Rick Magee (friend of 
Bennie & Lib Derrick/
quadruple bypass) 

° Gloria Ziemer (recovery 
from surgery) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Given in Memory of: 
Vernon Amick, by Order of the Easter Star, 
Shandon Chapter 193, Richard Lindler, 
Larry & Mariam Williams, Richard Shealy 
Oscar Berg, by Larry & Mariam Williams, 
“Uncle D.J.” Bedenbaugh, by Sara E 
Ronnie Epting, by Joe & Margaret Epting 
Harry & Vera Amick, by Marie 
Stoudemire 
Sonny DuBose, by Mark & Margo Orland-
ini 
 

Given in Honor of: 
Jessica Ervin on confirmation, by Tony & 
Beth Ervin 
Mary-Mac Slice on confirmation, by Kitty 
Clary Goding 
The Campitella’s and in memory of their 
loved ones who have recently died, by 
Woody & Cindy Woodham 

FELLOWSHIP  BREAKFAST 
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We would like our prayer list to stay current. If you have 
a name which you would like to continue to have listed, 
please indicate by filling out a pew card or by calling the 
church office. Names will then remain on the prayer list 

Our heartfelt  
condolences go to: 
 

Jackie Kirby on the 
death of her son, Mark, on April 29th. 
 
The family of Norma Driver, who died 
on May 29th. Norma was a member of 
St. Jacob’s Lutheran church and a 
cousin to several of our members here 
at St. Thomas. 
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Pastor  
The Rev. Larry Hagerty 

 

Director of Music 
Ginny Lindler 

 

Organist 
Marie Stoudemire 

 

Administrative Assistant  
Sharon Dickert 

 

Council President  
Bill Brasington 

 

Vice President 
Bob Ziemer 

 

Secretary  
Leslie Lindler 

 

Treasurer  
Alicia Amick 

 

Recording Treasurers 
Jennings Wessinger  

Pete Petersen-Assistant 
 

Memorial Fund Treasurer 
Anne S. Orange 
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